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An early commitment
scholarship program
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Created to inspire and assist low and moderate
Income high school students in reaching their higher
education goals

Students pledge to meet program requirements
such as regular attendance and community service

In return, students receive a range of assistance
and accumulate scholarship support up to $2,000 to
apply toward certain higher education expenses

Offered in partnership with local Virginia college
access providers



Program Goals

Inspire students
To complete high school and earn diplomas
To pursue higher education — 2 year, 4 year or technical

To complete higher education and earn Associates,
Bachelors or technical degrees

Improving outcomes for low/moderate income

students in Virginia
Increase high school graduation rates
Increase college enrollment and completion rates

Provide a meaningful commitment
Expand the program...ultimately statewide



How SOAR Virginia Works

Students join SOAR Virginia in the 10" grade and
work with a college access advisor during 10t, 11t
and 12t grades!

For each year students meet the pledge requirements,
they receive a scholarship award of $500

Students that attend a Virginia higher education
Institution receive an additional award of $500

Upon request by the student, funds are distributed
directly to the higher education institution to pay for
tuition and fees

1 Highland High School students may begin in the 9t grade. Award amounts for 9 and 10" grades are $250 for
students beginning in 9t grade.



SOAR Virginia Pledge

| pledge that ...

| will maintain a minimum cumulative GPA* of 2.5

| will meet with my early commitment advisor regularly

| will complete financial literacy training during high school
| will comply with my school’'s Code of Student Conduct

| will attend school regularly without unexcused absences
| will participate in community service activities

| will complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) during my
senior year

| will apply to an eligible educational institution, including a 2- or 4-year college
or university or technical school

* or comparable academic achievement as determined by SOAR Virginia



g% | A school counselor’s perspective
| on SOAR Virginia

“Students are committed and excited about planning
for their future. This type of excitement contributes to
keeping students engaged in school and empowers
them to not only plan for their future but to plan to
make a positive contribution to society.”



Who Can Join the Program?

To enroll in SOAR Virginia, students must
Be a U.S. citizen or legal U.S. resident
Be a Virginia resident
Be in grades 10-12 in a participating Virginia high school*
Agree to comply with the SOAR Virginia pledge

Have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 at the time of
enrollment

Qualify to participate in the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP)

1 Highland High School students may begin in the 9™ grade.



How Do | Apply?

If you are interested and you meet the eligibility
requirements, see your early commitment advisor
for information.

The deadline to apply is November 15" of your 10"
grade year!
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How are students selected?

Early commitment advisors work with school guidance
offices to identify and enroll participants

First step is to pull a list of all rising 10" graders who
were eligible for NSLP in their 9" grade year

Early commitment advisors randomly select a group of
students to talk with about SOAR Virginia

Select up to 15 students per cohort (year) to participate

Beyond the first year in a school, Virginia529sM provides
posters to hang to elicit interest in the program

Eventually, students will self identify and be randomly
selected to participate
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An early commitment advisor’s
perspective

“The fact that the program spans several years creates
a sense of commitment and optimism on the part of
the students and their parents.”
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Measuring Success

High school performance and graduation rates
College applications and acceptances

College enrollment rates

Rate of on-time FAFSA completion

The amount of financial aid awarded

Program participation, retention and completion
rates
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e{'-g An director of secondary
€| education’s perspective

“We've seen a rise in GPA and more kids seeing
college in their future, and not just the SOAR Virginia
Kids. It’s having an infectious effect. Their peers are
now seeing college as an option and following up with
it. We're very pleased.”
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Freqguently Asked Questions

Is there a cost to the school?
No, there is no cost for a school to participate, other than the time involved by the school

administration, counseling or guidance department and other staff.

How are schools selected?

The college access providers recommend the schools based on their past experiences and
understanding of where the SOAR Virginia program could provide the most benefit.

What is required of the school to participate?
Assistance in selecting students
Encouraging students to fulfill pledge requirements
College access providers will coordinate with the school’s guidance or counseling department

What is the potential benefit to our school / school system?
Each school will enroll approximately 45 students during the pilot program
Each student can receive up to $2,000
Potential total benefit to all students in a school is $90,000
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Frequently Asked Questions
continued

Will students receive cash?
No, a Virginia529 inVESTSM (inVESTSM) account is established on their behalf.
Awards are invested in the Piedmont Portfolio of fixed-income securities
Distributions are made directly to an eligible higher education institution

What is required for a SOAR Virginia scholar to receive an award?
An early commitment advisor must certify he/she has substantially fulfilled all pledge requirements

A student may not meet all pledge requirements during one school year but is still eligible for an
award during the next year and is still a SOAR Virginia scholar.

In what circumstances will a SOAR Virginia scholar be expelled from the

program?
If he/she is permanently expelled from school

If he/she is temporarily expelled, the early commitment advisor will attempt to learn what
happened, and make a recommendation to the SOAR Virginia program whether he/she can

continue once reinstated.

15



A school administrator’s
perspective

“It's giving them the motivation to look at careers that
they might not have considered before because they
couldn’t afford to go to college.”
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Additional Information

Investment Management of Funds
Informational Materials

SOAR Virginia Application
Advisor Tools
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Investment Management of
SOAR Virginia Funds

Funds will remain in Virginia529 ownership and
control until paid out to an eligible higher
education institution

Funds are invested in the Virginia529 inVEST
program in the Piedmont Portfolio comprised
100% of Fixed Income / Stable Value securities
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Informational Materials

Frequently Asked Questions Cobranded Student Handout
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Advisor Tools

Congratulations Graduate

: : Template
Community Service Hours Log P

Virginia

/ 529

/ SOAR Virginia® Community Service Hours Log
e

¥OUR NAME SCHOOL & GRADE SRASEADVISOR S MAME

Date Site Name Supervisor' s Name ‘Activity and Description of Totzl Hours. Supervisor's
Duties Signature

-]
Class of 2013
“Tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today.”

E

Congratulati on your g
and best wishes on your future endeavors!

From your friends at Virginia329 College Savings Plan!

FOR DFFICE USE ONLY:

Dat= fall revizw: Datz 3pring r=visw: Total Hours: Appraved:
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Questions?

Visit: www.virginia529.com/SOAR

Email: Beth Miller- bmiller@virginia529.com or
Kim Miller- kmiller@virginia529.com

The material in this presentation has been prepared by Virginia529 and is general background information about SOAR Virginia activities
current as of the date of this presentation. This information is given in summary form and does not purport to be complete.
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